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ANGLE SOCIETY OBSERVES

SILVER ANNIVERSARY

Chicago, Nov. 6, 1955
(AO)— When Dr. George
W. Hahn accepted an as-
signment to present a
paper on the history of
the Angle Society at its
25th Reunion Meeting
here at the Drake Hotel,
it was with the under-
standing that it would
not be published.

Too off-color? No, ex-
plains Program Chair-
man Wendell L. Wylie.
The reason was simply
to get “a frank and re-
vealing account of the
society’s growth.... It
avoids the abridgement
which routine publication
would require, and it pre-
serves the candor which
makes this contribution
a classic in the archives
of the Angle Society,” he
said.

Hahn, a Berkeley,
Calif., orthodontist, is
well-qualified for the
assignment. He is not
only one of the Society’s
founders, but was a close
associate of its namesake,
Dr.Edward H. Angle. He
explained that, while the
Society was formally or-
ganized at Chicago’s Lake
Shore Athletic Club 25
years ago, it had its actual
beginnings in 1922 at
Pasadena, Calif., when a
group of Angle’s disciples
started meeting monthly
to discuss cases.

Then, when Angle died
in August, 1930, the soci-
ety ceased to exist. It took

George W. Hahn

only three months for his
followers to reorganize
into a national body of
four components. From
a nucleus of 46 charter
members, the society has
grown to an enrollment
today of 250.

Of these, Hahn pointed
out, “Seventy hold teach-
ing appointments. Two
are deans of dental
schools in state universi-
ties, nine hold administra-
tive appointments such
as chairmen of depart-
ments...” Most note-
worthy of the latter, ac-
cording to Hahn, is Allan
G. Brodie, who, since that
landmark year of 1930,
has headed the orthodon-
tic department at the Uni-
versity of [llinois College
of Dentistry here in Chi-
cago where “the disci-
pline, the vision, and the
idealism of Dr. Angle
have been maintained
as nowhere else in the
world.”

Nineteen thirty also
marks the birth of The
Angle Orthodontist, official
organ of the society. For
its first 17 years, the
“A.O.” was the only pub-
lication devoted exclusive-
ly to orthodontics, Hahn
said. This was because
today’s American Journal
of Orthodontics was not
known as such until 1948.
Prior to that, it was called
the American Journal of
Orthodontia and Oral
Surgery.

Unlike most dental pub-
lications The Angle Ortho-
dontist has never accepted
advertising. This “has al-
lowed a flexibility of pol-
icy by the editors and bus-
iness manager enjoyed by
few other publications,”
Hahn said.

Hahn made the obser-
vation that “wherever
Angle conducted a school
those who had completed
the course more or less
spontaneously organized
themselves into what...
eventually became official
societies. ... The gradu-
ates of Dr. Angle’s first
school in St. Louis, in
1900, organized the
world’s first orthodontic
society. . .which has devel-
oped into the present
American Association of
Orthodontists (AAO).

“In 1909 the graduates
of the New York and New
London schools formed
asociety and named it the
Eastern Association of

Graduates of the Angle
School of Orthodontia.”
They disbanded in 1939.

In like manner, the Pa-
cific Coast Society of
Orthodontists, a compo-
nent of the AAQ, origi-
nated in 1913 as the Pa-
cific Coast Society of
Graduates of the Angle
School after a two-day
clinic given by Angle
on his pin-and-tube
appliance.

“What is the glue, the
cementing substance, the
bond that brings and
holds the members of the
society together?” asked
Hahn. From a sampling
of twelve members who
replied to that question,
Hahn offered this compos-
ite: “...There is in the
society a fellowship, not
as the word is commonly
used, but a fellowship in
which there is no selfish-
ness, no jealousy, no de-
ceit, but an honesty of
purpose in which every
man is held in that esteem
which gives him a feel-
ing of pride tempered by
humility.... It is the
maintenance of the ideal
of perfection which in
our profession originated
with Angle and which is
rapidly disappearing in
the philosophy of present
day living and thinking.”

(Source: Hahn, G.W.:
The history and philoso-
phy of the Edward H.
Angle Society of Ortho-
dontia, 1955. Privately
printed by the Society.)
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May 1962

ABO HISTORY REVIEWED

Los Angeles, May 1, 1962
(AO}— When the Ameri-
can Board of Orthodon-
tics (ABQ) was estab-
lished in 1929, it was
a concept not readily ac-
cepted by the dental pro-
fession. This was the key-
note of a paper given here
yesterday at the Los Ange-

les Hilton by Dr. B.F. |

(“Tod”) Dewel during the
58th annual meeting of
the American Associaticon
of Orthodontists (AAC).

In his first major his-
torical review, Dewel,
president-elect of the
Board, said that the ABO
was the first specialty
board in dentistry and
the third in the whole
medico-dental field. As
such, it took a great deal
of persuasion on the part
of its founder, Dr. Albert
H. Ketchem, to convince
the profession’s leaders
that it was a necessary
stepin the setting of stand-
ards to which orthodon-
tists could aspire.

The selection of Dr.
Dewel for this assign-
ment is more than appro-
priate. Not only is he the
official ABO historian,
but he began his practice
in Evanston, I, the year
of the Board’s founding,
as well as the crash of
the stock market.

Dewel’s description of
conditions in the profes-
sion at that time brought
nostalgic smiles to many
of the doctors in the
audience. He told how
the AAO membershipin

g, ]
e Y

B.F. “Tod” Dewel

1929 grew from 320 to
the nearly 3,000 of today.
Gold was the metal of
choice in appliance con-
struction, while “extrac-
tion was not mentioned
in polite circles.”

The Angle School had
just closed, the Dewey
and the International
Schools were at their
height, and five univers-
ity orthodontic depart-
ments were taking their
first faltering steps. It
was a time for men of
vision.

Such aman was Albert
Ketcham, who conceived
of the board idea from
his close association with
two physicians who were
involved with the first
medical boards: Thomas
Carmody, M.D., D.D.S.,
director of the certifying
board in otolaryngology,
and Edward Jackson,
M.D., of the American
Board of Ophthalmology.
Orthodontists Martin
Dewey and Oren A.
Oliver were also suppor-
tive of the board concept.

At Ketcham'’s death in
1935, his name was memo-
rialized by the establish-
ment of the Albert H.
Ketcham Memorial
Award, first granted in
1937. Dewel, 59, calls the
award “the most coveted
honor that can be be-
stowed by the specialty.”

In the Board’s early
years, its directors occa-
sionally found it neces-
sary todig into their own
pockets in order to keep
it going, and in 1934 only
two men applied for
certification.

In time, other dental
specialties took their
cues from the ABO. Peri-
odontics established its
board in 1940, pedodon-
tics in 1942, oral surgery
and prosthodontics in
1946, oral pathology in
1948, and public health
in 1950.

For many years there
was disagreement be-
tween the Board and the
Council on Dental Edu-
cation of the American
Dental Association
(ADA), Dewel said. The
principle bone of conten-
tion was in the concept
of orthodontic preceptor-
ship. An agreement was
eventually reached where-
by preceptorship training
will be accepted until Janu-
ary 1, 1967, in lieu of a
university program, for
Board candidates. This
signals the end of the
preceptorship program as
of January 1, 1970.

As with most innova-

tions, Dewel continued,
“certain well-meaning
men seriously doubted
the need for such an
agency. They questioned
the authority, the ability,
and perhaps the audacity
of selected men to set
themselves apart in judg-
ment of other men. Yet
this principle had been
accepted for state examin-
ing boards.”

Moreover, said Dewel,
the academic establish-
ment characterized as pre-
sumptuous the Board’s
1929 announcement that
one of its functions was
to“investigate the fitness
of dental schools and pri-
vate instructors to give
proper training in ortho-
dontia.” Fortunately, this
belief has mellowed
through the years to
where it now simply ex-
amines the results of such
education.

Dewel closed by saying
that “the work and worth
of the present Board will
have to be left to the
gentle mercies of future
historians.” Surely its
worth has stood the test
of time, say most ortho-
dontic leaders.

Other significant ABO
histories have been writ-
ten by Martinek (1954)
and Oliver (1957). Wylie
(1960) also wrote on the
American Board, but it
was not a history.

(Source: Dewel, B.F.:
The American Board of
Orthodcntics: past, pres-
ent and future. Am. J.
Orthod., 48:568-578,
1962.)
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ROCKY MTN. REVIEWTOPS
ORTHO HISTORIES

Denver, Colo. — A 103-
page book recently pub-
lished by the Rocky Moun-
tain Society of Orthodon-
tists dispels once and for
all the notion that every-
thing important in ortho-
dontics in the early part
of the century took place
around Chicago, St. Louis,
and New York City.

In A Historical Review of
Orthodontics in the Rocky
Mountain Area, compiled
by the Orthodontic His-
tory of the Rocky Moun-
tain Area Committee of
the Rocky Mountain Soci-
ety of Orthodontists
(RMSQ), and edited by
general dentist Lynch F.
Gronert, the Denver-
Colorado Springs area
lays claim to many den-
tal — and particularly
orthodontic — firsts. To
wit:

1. First use of photo-
graphy and radiography
in an orthodontic office
west of the Mississippi.

2. First orthodontic
practice of national
standing between the
two coasts.

3. Ideafor theestablish-
ment of the American
Board of Orthodontics

(ABO).

4. First comprehensive
American study of root
resorption.

5. First orthodontic
preceptorship program.

6. First office to in-
stall a Broadbent
cephalometer.

Albert H. I(etcham

7. Development of
stainless steel appliances.

8. First orthodontic
supply house.

9. Discoveryof mottled
enamel.

What’s more, the first
five of these can be at-
tributed to one man: Dr.
Albert H. Ketcham. As
a 1902 graduate of the
Angle School, it was
Ketcham who brought
Angle’s teachings to the
West; he was by nomeans
aslave to them, however.
He and three other ortho-
dontic notables — Fred-
erick 5. McKay, Henry
F. Hoffman and H.C.
Pollock, Sr. — are profiled
in what constitutes Part
One of the book.

In the other six parts,
the society’s history, the
ABQ, the Denver Sum-
mer Meeting, the Child
Research Council, the
development of chrome
alloy, and incidents and
stories are covered.
Throughout this infor-

mative, spiral-bound
volume, we are told how
orthodontics was estab-
lished in aland of unsur-
passed beauty and rugged-
ness by men who were
themselves rugged indi-
vidualists who loved the
beauty which surrounded
them.

But it wasn't the pano-
rama that brought Ketch-

i am to Colorado. It was

the clean, rarified air
he hoped would cure his
tuberculosis. Fortunately
for orthodontics, it did,
and Ketcham rose from
his stretcher to become
the foremost orthodontic
leader in the West.

“In the early days of
orthodontia,” says Pol-
lock, one of his protégés,
“when Angle. . .waslead-
ing orthodontic thought,
it was Ketcham who of-
fered a harbor to which
the storm-tossed ortho-
dontic neophyte could
come for encouragement
and calm advice.” Pollock
(in 1936) considered
Ketcham, along with
Angle, Case, and Dewey,
to be one of the four out-
standing men in ortho-
dontic history.

“A number of young
men in beginning their
practice were associated
with himin his office, and
these men refer to those
days as the most inspira-
tional and formative peri-
od of their lives,” accord-
ing to Pollock. At the time

of Ketcham'’s death in
1935, eight of the 13 men
practicing in Denver had
been Ketcham disciples.
By this time, William R.
Humphrey, as his first
associate, had been in
Ketcham'’s office for 16
years. Still active at 75,
Dr. Humphrey and two
associates continue the
practice started by Albert
Ketcham 65 years ago.

Pollock was one of the
founders of the American
Journal of Orthodontics (AJO)
and has been its editor-
in-chief since 1930. In
1958 he received the
Ketcham Memorial
Award, established in
1935 in the name of his
former mentor. Ortho-
dontists in the Rocky
Mountain Society have
always thought of “Polly”
as “one of their boys” and
named him, along with
three others, as an honor-
ary member.

Recently Pollock wrote
the History Committee
chairman, “Very few folks
know that the most im-
portant thing ever dis-
covered in dentistry orig-
inated at the foot of Pike's
Peak.... | attended the
first meeting at the old
Antler’s Hotel in 1909
where Dr. [G.V.] Black
and Dr. McKay talked
about Colorado brown
stained teeth.”

This is how Frederick
McKay (1874-1959) is in-
troduced to the reader.
Although he, too, was an
Angle graduate, many of
McKay’s achievements

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

were outside the field of
orthodontics, such as the
discovery of what came
to be known as “mottled
enamel.” Dentist, ortho-
dontist, oral surgeon,
teacher, editor, and musi-
cian, he spent the last 19
years of his life in the
practice of periodontics.
It was eight to 10 years
after McKay’s observa-
tion of brown stain that
water was recognized as
the cause, and it wasn't
until 1931 that chemists
implicated fluorine as the
culprit element. Still later,
the profession learned
that fluoride ions, in
proper concentration,
have the property of in-
hibiting tooth decay.
Henry Hoffman (1870-
1962), the fourth ortho-
dontic pioneer to be pro-
filed, was a founding
member of the RMSO
and served as its presi-

dent for three terms. He
was one of the first diplo-
mates of the ABO and
served as associate editor
of the AJO from 1941 to
1961.

His long life span per-
mitted him to practice
for almost 50 years. He
recalls the Society’s first
meeting in Dr. Ketcham’s
office in the winter of
1920-21, when.only nine
men constituted the mem-
bership. In those shaky
years, when they were
frequently asked to join
with the Southwestern
Society, the RMSO was
jokingly referred to as the
“Rocky Saciety of Moun-
tain Orthodontists.”

From this humble be-
ginning grew a robust
organization whose many
accomplishments include
the development of stain-
less steel appliances. Part
Six of the book deals with

this topic.

Credit for the impetus
to use this material goes
toDr.J. Lyndon Carman,
then an associate of Dr.
Archie B. Brusse. It was
Carman who, in 1930,
heard about stainless
steel ligature wire while
attending a labiolingual
course in Nashville, ob-
tained samples from Paul
Simon in Germany, and
coordinated the develop-
ment of suitable solder
and flux.

He and Brusse fabri-
cated hundreds of appli-
ances from this new mate-
rial but many of them
failed when the solder
joints broke. Only by the
addition of titanium to
the alloy was this prob-
lem surmounted. Carman
designed the first molar
band dies, while Brusse
worked out the anatomi-
cal incisors.

In 1933 Brusse founded
the Rocky Mountain
Metal Products Com-

pany, the first orthodon-
tic supply house. Interest-
ingly, edgewise brackets
were not among its prod-
ucts until 1935, when the
patent rights held by
S.S. White expired. In
the meantime, various
bracket designs were
used, including the uni-
versal bracket of Spencer
Atkinson.

Historical Review is the
first AAC component his-
tory to be published in
book form. While it is
admittedly an anthology
of reprints and reminis-
cences, it nevertheless
paints a vivid picture of
orthodontics’ early mecca
in the West.

(Sources: Gronert, L.F.
(ed.): A Historical Review
of Orthodontics in the
Rocky Mountain Area,
Denver, Rocky Mountain
Society of Orthodontists,
1967; and Pollock, H.C.,
Sr.: Albert H. Ketcham
(obit.). Int. J. Orthod.
& Oral Surg., 22:86-89,
1936.)

1. Histories of appliances

A Selected Bibliography
of Orthodontic Histories

A. Angle, EH, D Cosmos, 1912

B. Dewel, BF, Angle Orthod, 1981 (ribbon arch)
C. Graber, TM, 1972 (chapter in book)

D. Yudelson, R, unpublished lecture notes on

universal appliance

II. Histories of organizations

A. AAO

D. Local societies ~— Baker, CR, Am ] Orthod,

1962 {Chicago area)

E. ABO

1. Martinek, CE, Am ] Orthod, 1954
2. Oliver, OA, Am ] Orthod, 1957
3. Dewel, BF, Am J Orthod, 1962

4. Dewel, BF, Am ] Orthod, 1986

5. Shepard, EE, Am ] Orthod, 1986

1. Weinberger, BW, 1921 (Ist 18 years of the

W

6.

ASQO — moriograph)

. Waugh, LM, Am ] Orthod (1st half century)
. Shankland, WM (a non-dentist), 1971 (book)
. Dewel, BF, Am ] Orthod, 1975 (founding of

ASO)

. Dewel, BF, Am ] Orthod, 1985 (brief

history)
Asbell MB, 1990 (book — iri process)

B. Components of AAO

1. Great Lakes Society — Wade, RE, et al, 1977

(unpublished)

. Midwestern Society — Baker, CR (unpub-

lished and undated)

. Pacific Coast Society — Turpin, DL, PCSO

Bulletin, 1986

. Rocky Mtn Society — Gronert, LF, 1967

(book)

. Southern Society — Bouwman, RE (a non-

dentist), 1961

. Southwestern Society — Clark, JS (a non-

dentist), 1969 (book)

. Southwestern Society — Spencer, PG, 1946

F. Eastern Association Angle School —
Weinberger, BW, Am ] Orthod OS, 1939

G. Angle Society ) Hann, GW, 1955 (unpublished)

H. Tweed Foundation

L
2.

Fraser, EJ, 1967(?) (unpublished)
Cross, JJ (unpublished)

III. Histories of institutions
A. Angle School/College

3.

N w»

1. Estab. of — Angle, EH, Angle Orthod, 1922
2.

Student’s viewpoint — Brodie, AG, Eastern
Assn, etc., 1931

Tradition of — Rogers, AP, Am ] Orthod,
1939

. Significance of — Mershon, JV, Am ]

Orthod, 1939

. Effect of — Kelsey, HE, Am } Orthod, 1939
. Effect of — Noyes, FB, Am J Orthod, 1939
. Set-up of — Dunlap, WM, Am ] Orthod,

1939

. And U. Ill. — Noyes, FB, Am J Orthod,

1939

. Retrospective — Wahl, N, Am J Orthod,

1989
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B. Proprietary schools
1. General — Pollock, HC, Am ] Orthod, 1962
2. Int'l School — Edwards, RW, ] Mo Den

Assn, 1961
C. University ortho depts
1. 1t

a. Early years — Brodie, AG, Am ] Orthod,
1947

b. First class — Myer, E, Am J Orthod,
1949

c. Early years — Wahl, N, Am ] Orthod,
1989-90

2. Iowa -~ Kremenak, NW (a non-dentist)
& Bishara, SE, 1987 (book)

3. Mich — Seeger, SI & Harris, JE, 1973
(unpublished)

4. Minn — Holland, MR, in process (chapter
in book)

5. USC — Gawley, JR], 1984 (unpublished)

IV. Histories of education

A. Noyes, FB, D Cosmos, 1931 (Angle’s teaching)

B. Lewis, S], ] Am Dent Assoc, 1934

C. Wright, CF, Am ] Orthod, 1947

D. Brodie, AG, Proc Am Assn Den schools, 1949
(teaching of ortho)

. Histories of research

A. First 18 years at lll. — Brodie, AG, Am ]
Orthod, 1948

. Cephalometry’s impact — Lewis, AB, Am J
Orthod, 1950

. Growth & devel., pre-ceph — Brader, AC, Am
] Orthod, 1956

. Growth & devel., post-ceph — McGonagle,
RR, Am ] Orthod, 1956

E. Cephalometry, roent. — Allen, WI, Am ]

Orthod, 1963
F. Reviews of the literature

U N w

V1. Personal histories

A. Reminiscences
1. Lischer, BE, 1955 (book)
2. Strang, RHW, Am ] Orthod, 1974
3. Graber, TM, Am ] Orthod, 1976
4. Dewel, BF, Eur ] Orthod, 1981
B. Profiles
1. Of Earl Shepard — Dale, ], Am ] Orthod,
1986
2. Many others

C. Obits & eulogies
1. Of Milo Hellman — Gregory, WK (a non-
dentist), Am ] Phys Anthrop, 1948
2. Of Norman Kingsley — Eby, JD, Am J

Orthod, 1957

3. Of Calvin Case — Baker, CR, Am ] Orthod,
1957

4. Of Wm. B. Downs — McGonagle, RR, Am
] Orthod, 1975

5. Of Anna Angle — Nieberg, Am J Orthod
Dentofacial Orthop, 1988
6. Many others

VII. Histories of journals
A. Angle Orthodontist — Thurow, RC, Am ] Orthod,

1981

VII. General histories

A. Part of larger works, e.g., textbooks
1. Lischer, BE: In Principles and Methods of
Orthodontics, 1012
2. Salzmann, JA:
3. Graber, TM: In Orthodontics, 1972
4. Moore, AW: In New Vistas in Ortho-
dontics, 1985
B. Separate histories
1. Weinberger, BW, Orthodontics, Historical
Review, etc., 1926 (book)
2. Summa, R, Int ] Orthod, 1930
3. Weinberger, BW, D Survey, 1932
4. Weinberger, BW, ] Am Dent Assoc, 1934
5. Brodie, AG, Am ] Orthod, 1934
6. Weinberger, BW, D Cosmos, 1936
7. Casto, FM, D Cosmos, 1934
8. Kelsey, HE, Am J Orthod OS, 1942
9. Civen, OI, Am J Orthod, 1945
10. Weinberger, BW, Am J Orthod, 1949
11. Peterson, HW, Am ] Orthod, 1953
12. Pollock, HC, Am | Orthod, 1954
13. Chapman, H, Am J Orthod, 1955
14. Weinberger, BW, Am | Orthod, 1956
15. Wylie, WL, Am ] Orthod, 1956
16. Brodie, AG, Am J Orthod, 1956
17. Brodie, AG, Am J Orthod, 1961
18. Pollock, HC, Am J Orthod, 1962
19. Anderson, GM, Am J Orthod, 1964
20. Cunat, JJ, Bull Hist Dent, 1969
21. Isaacson, RJ, ] Calif Dent Assn, 1984
22. Asbell, MB, Am J Orthod Dentofacial
Orthop

IX. Editorials

A. Dewel, BF, Am ] Orthod (16 relating to
history)
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